Company Name

H & S Risk Assessment - Infection                           Issue: 04/08


	Name of location


	

	Name of assessor


	L. Scriver
	Date
	

	General description 

of work


	

	Specific activity

assessed


	Examination of passengers/crew baggage or air freight and identification of prohibited items.

Searches of persons and their clothing.

Examinations may be conducted at both inward and outward controls.

Removal of items from baggage or freight into plastic bags and storage. 

	List source(s) of

Infection here.

Consider quantities

handled/frequency

of contact.

Consider whether

Hazard can be

eliminated.

 
	A wide range of infectious and contagious diseases may be encountered including:

Zoonoses - including Anthrax, Brucellosis, Leptospirosis, Q Fever and “Avian Influenza”. 

Contact is likely with a wide variety of imported products from worldwide sources. Much of this is of dubious origin & quality, not hygienically handled, packaged or stored. 

Products encountered are frequently found an already decaying state and/or leaking fluids. No products are tested to ascertain precise level of risk. Quantities seized may be substantial.
Animal skins may also carry disease or spores. All untreated skins and items containing skins of uncertain origin should be treated with extreme care.

Plumage and feather on bird carcasses will harbour dust. This dust may also carry infections and spores.

Quantities of fish are also likely to be encountered. Quite part from any bacteria being carried by fish, the fish scales and bones may puncture the skin and spread other infections or contagion. Serious allergic reactions have also occurred.

Likewise bone fragments and claws may cause similar injuries and reactions.

Possibility of wide range of infections including diseases spread by rodents and insects. Insects/larvae sometimes present.

Plant material also seized. Soil is often attached. Such products often in poor condition. 

Fungi & spores are also likely to be encountered.

The possibility of contact during initial examination or later handling presents hazard of contamination direct to skin or via aerosol effects. Risk of contamination to mucous membranes also exists.

Blood Borne Viruses, Infections and Contagious Diseases – including Hepatitis, AIDS, Cholera, Tuberculosis, etc. A wide variety of viruses, infections and diseases may be encountered.

The range of potential harm is potentially limitless –from Dermatitis to Neurological and Reproductive disorders.

It is difficult to assess the likely quantities as all detection staff involved in either passenger or freight control may encounter hazardous materials at any time and without warning. The frequency of handling possible contaminated items or persons is also hard to assess as exposure may occur at any time.

Hazard cannot be effectively eliminated.

	List those who are

at risk from sources

Of infection here.


	Other airport workers.

Airline passengers.

	List control

measures here


	All hazards and control measures are covered in Basic Aerodrome Safety Awareness Training, delivered every three years to all staff. 

Consider special briefing, written “Method Statement” and hygiene briefings by Occupational Health Nurse.

Personal Protective Equipment – Disposable nitrile gloves must be used during all examinations. Disposable overalls, face masks and “Turtleskin” penetration proof gloves are available.

Consider Positive Pressure Respirators, disposable aprons, sleeves, protective eyewear and overboots.

NB All managers must be aware that use of respirators of all types requires formal training by qualified trainers.

The use of close fitting respirators of all types, including disposable masks entails fit testing to establish the type of mask most suitable for the staff member concerned. 

Managers and staff must appreciate that failure to wear the correct type and size of respirator, as fit tested to the individual, is highly dangerous. The mask unlikely to seal to the face leaving the wearer exposed.

In the event of serious injury or death the line manager would remain liable in law! 

In all cases where animal skins are encountered officers MUST immediately exercise extreme care. The minimum response must be to wear a disposable “nuisance” face mask or respirator and disposable gloves. Take care to avoid dislodging dusts or hairs.

Whenever animal skins or plumage is detected in baggage or freight the item containing the goods should be immediately closed. No further examination should proceed until a full risk assessment has been made. There is a high risk of spores or infectious dusts having contaminated the entire contents of the bag or package. Whenever possible the whole item, packing and contents, should be secured, double-bagged and sent for incineration. Detention pending licence, assessment and or identification may make early destruction impossible. Bags containing these items must be clearly marked as potentially hazardous.

The use of long sleeved shirts and jumpers should be discouraged when engaged upon these duties. Sleeves are likely to become contaminated. Short sleeved garments enable the individual to achieve greater levels of hygiene effectiveness.

Staff must be constantly reminded of need for impeccable standards of personal hygiene. 

Consider introducing clearly identifiable pens, document folders, tools etc to reduce cross contamination. 
Antiseptic hand-gels and wipes for more serious contamination should be re-introduced.

Vaccination programme available via Occupational Health provider. 

	Further information


	There remains a clear need to produce a more detailed SSOW or Method Statement, setting out guidance, procedures and best practice.

Close liaison with airport operator must be renewed to establish joint procedures for handling serious spillages, cross contamination, fumigation of insect infestations, etc.

Information on these issues must be readily available to other airport employers to enable them to protect their staff. 



Prepared by:                                        Date: 


Certified that all controls are in place, all staff informed and safe systems of work are being applied / recommendations are being implemented.





(Senior Officer or above)








Signed:						Date:





Name in Capitals:








All recommended control measures are now being applied.





(Senior Officer or above)








Signed :						Date:





Name in Capitals:
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